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nominated by the Ministers of Finance, Agriculture, Chapter
and Industry; each hold office for two years but may    ___
be re-elected. They have the powers of a court as to
securing evidence and examining witnesses on oath,
To the Commission is referred any application for in-
crease or change or abolition of tariffs, and the report
of the Commission is accorded the greatest weight by
the government and Parliament.
Control over the use of the funds approved by Parlia-
ment is ensured by the adoption of a system similar
to the British. Thus in the Commonwealth the duty of
the Treasury is to prepare estimates of requirements,
submit them to the Auditor-General, who, if satisfied,
certifies that appropriation has been made, and the
Governor-General then signs a warrant authorising the
Treasury to issue cheques on the public account in
the Commonwealth Bank into which receipts are paid.
The Auditor-General is an official independent of the
government, who can be removed only on addresses
from the two houses. As in the United Kingdom, it is
his business to scrutinise the expenditure carried out
through the Treasury department. He must satisfy
himself that expenditure is duly vouched, that it is
charged to the proper heads of the estimates, and that
it is duly authorised. So also he supervises the correct-
ness of the collection and accounting for revenue,
trading accounts, and stores. He has the right to sur-
charge, but the Governor-General in Council may remit.
A reasonable discretion in charging excess expenditure
against other subdivisions in the estimates is given to
the Treasurer. Parliament, by means of a Public Ac-
counts Committee, examines the accounts in the light
of the advice of the Auditor-General, but it may be